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One of the city’s smallest museums showcases big ideas
about the current state of humanity. By Jillian Anthony
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of his war-torn city of Aleppo,
Syria. We’ve highlighted seven
of the most enthralling items
on display, with Kalman’s
commentary.
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designed and baked cookies “Personal Items of
depicting last year’s biggest Immigration,”
events. He included NYC's 2015  stuffed animal

mascot, Pizza Rat, who became
an instant icon after being
videotaped dragging an entire
slice of pizza down the subway
stairs. Other cookies include
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“simple idea of humanizing
stories,” says Kalman. “The
act of remaining [empathetic
during] experiences that can
be really trying is something
that is built into all of us in
this survival mode. With these

SUPER STAR
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American chain restaurants
from opening in Iran, but the
desire for fast food remains—
thus, copycat chains have
opened up. This installation
includes packaging from those
establishments. “I believe that
there are multiple Super Stars,
and it’s a restaurant opened by
an entrepreneur in Iran who
has no affiliation with Carl’s
Jr., which is represented in that
iconography,” says Kalman.
“The people in this country and
the people sitting over there—
we all love a cheeseburger.
There is that universality of
where we connect and agree.
It’s open there because certain
people would like to have Carl’s
Jr. Other people see it as a
symbol of tyranny.”

“The Message Is

the Medium, Trump
chocolate
Usually when America has
someone running for the
presidency, we can look at their
history of public service,” says

Kalman. “With Trump, you
S don’t have that opportunity,
. but you can look at his

things happening 3 iy
in the world around L
us, there’s a sense of, It
happened once upon a time, or, I
It’s happening over there, and
there’s distance between the PR,
consumer of the story and the
story itself.”
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Fast Food Franchises #
of Iran,” Super Star Y. |
french fries 52
Government sanctions
between Iran and the
U.S. have stopped

history of business and the
materialization of that through
product. Through that brand of
Trump, we can start to better
understand who he actually is.”
Other displayed items that the
Trump brand has manufactured
include energy drinks, vodka
and cologne.

“Future Aleppo,”
Aleppo, Syria, in
Mmuseumm
Mohammed Qutaish, 14, lives in
the largest city in Syria, Aleppo,
aplace that’s been ravaged
by civil war since 2011. The
fighting has left 250,000 dead
and displaced 11 million Syrians
from their homes. Qutaish, who
has spent a third of his life in
war and hopes to one day be
an architect, began building
models to represent the “Syria
of tomorrow.” “I began building
my model after I experienced
my city being destroyed by
air strikes and missiles,” says
Qutaish. “My sorrow, caused by
this destruction, has inspired
me immensely. Sometimes I
feel very frightened. Sometimes
I cannot think or work.
Optimism gives me the power
and determination to finish
the works I have started.”
Each complex he designs is
accompanied by a peaceful
garden. “I hope that one day
these paper buildings will
become real buildings,”
says Qutaish.

-> The Mmuseumm is located at 4 Cortlandt

Alley (mmuseumm.com). Thu, Fri 6-9pm and
Sat, Sun noon-6pm; suggested donation $5.
Through Nov.
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